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.��� 7KH�(JJ�5ROO�'ULYLQJ�8QGHU�WKH�,QÀXHQFH��'8,��'HIHQVH���$�8QLTXH�'8,�'HIHQVH�
Incorporating Slow Gastric Emptying Due to the Presence of Egg Rolls, Followed 
by Rapid Gastric Emptying Due to Vehicle-Collision Impact

Deborah R. Stonebarger, BS*, Department of Justice, Redding Laboratory, 9737 Tanqueray Court, Redding, CA 96003

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�D�XQLTXH�'8,�GHIHQVH�SXW�IRUWK�LQ�D�&DOLIRUQLD�6XSUHPH�&RXUW��DQG�
how the criminalist and prosecution team contended with the issues.  Attendees will learn more about how the concepts of tolerance 

DQG�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�LPSDLUPHQW�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�MXU\���$WWHQGHHV�ZLOO�DOVR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�VRPH�XQXVXDO�OHJDO�DVSHFWV�DQG�
FKDOOHQJHV�DW�D�'8,�WULDO��LQFOXGLQJ�������D�JUDQWHG�PRWLRQ�WR�FRPSHO�WKH�GHIHQVH�WR�GLVFRYHU�WR�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ������WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�
FULPLQDOLVW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WULDO������DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�LPSHDFK�WKH�FULPLQDOLVW�RQ�WKH�VWDQG��DQG������LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�
YHUGLFW��VHQWHQFLQJ��DQG�³UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ´�RI�WKH�VHQWHQFH�E\�WKH�FRXUW�

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�FUHDWLQJ�DQ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�D�XQLTXH�'8,�GHIHQVH��LW�ZLOO�DOVR�HGXFDWH�
WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�OHVVRQV�LQ�'8,�FRXUWURRP�WHVWLPRQ\�

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�D�KROLGD\�VRFLDO�JDWKHULQJ�RQ�'HFHPEHU�����������ZKHUH�KH�KDG�EHHQ�HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ��WKH�GHIHQGDQW��&RXOWHU�
0DQQ��ZDV� WUDYHOLQJ� QRUWKERXQG� RQ�+LJKZD\� ���� LQ� IDU� QRUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�� �$W� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ����� S�P��� DQG� DW� WKH�PRPHQW� RI�
UHFHLYLQJ�D�FHOO�SKRQH�FDOO��WKH�GHIHQGDQW�GULIWHG�LQWR�WKH�VRXWKERXQG�ODQH�RI�+LJKZD\������FDXVLQJ�D�IDWDO�KHDG�RQ�FROOLVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
GULYHU�WUDYHOLQJ�VRXWK���'XH�WR�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHIHQGDQW¶V�YHKLFOH�DIWHU�WKH�FROOLVLRQ��KH�KDG�WR�EH�H[WULFDWHG�IURP�WKH�YHKLFOH�DQG�
WUDQVSRUWHG�WR�D�ORFDO�KRVSLWDO�IRU�HPHUJHQF\�WUHDWPHQW���+H�DUULYHG�DW�WKH�KRVSLWDO�DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������S�P���+LV�OHJDO�EORRG�GUDZ�
occurred at 10:55 p.m. and the results were 0.20 grams/100 milliliters. 

7KH�GHIHQGDQW�ZDV�DQ�DVVLVWDQW�SULQFLSDO�DW�D� ORFDO�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�DQG�ZDV�D�YHU\�ZHOO�OLNHG�DQG�ZHOO�UHVSHFWHG�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�
community, as was his entire family.  The defense team included two attorneys, one of which was the defendant’s father, and a toxicology 

H[SHUW���'XULQJ�WULDO�LQ�-DQXDU\�RI�������WKH�GHIHQVH¶V�WKHRU\�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�ZDV�QRW�LPSDLUHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�GULYLQJ��DQG�WKDW�WKH�
FHOO�SKRQH�FDOO�ZDV�WKH�VROH�FDXVH�RI�WKH�FROOLVLRQ���7KH�GHIHQGDQW�KDG�DGPLWWHG�WR�GULQNLQJ�������RXQFHV�RI�DQ������EHHU�SOXV�WZR�WR�
WKUHH����RXQFH�ERWWOHV�RI�D����EHHU�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�IRXU�KRXUV��H[FHSW�WKDW�KH�KDG�¿QLVKHG�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�KLV�ODVW�ERWWOH�
RI�EHHU�VKRUWO\�EHIRUH�KH�OHIW�WKH�JDWKHULQJ���:KLOH�GULQNLQJ�WKH�EHHU��KH�DOVR�FRQVXPHG�VRPH�DSSHWL]HU�W\SH�IRRG���2I�VSHFL¿F�LQWHUHVW�
to the defense was that the defendant had consumed six to seven egg rolls just prior to arriving at his social gathering.  According to 

the defense, the multitude of ingredients in the egg rolls delayed the defendant’s absorption of ethanol to the point that he was not at or 

DERYH�D������JUDPV�����PLOOLOLWHUV�EORRG�DOFRKRO�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�FROOLVLRQ��WKHUHIRUH��KH�ZDV�QRW�LPSDLUHG�IRU�GULYLQJ�
SXUSRVHV���:KLOH�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�¿UVW�DLG�DW�WKH�VFHQH�RI�WKH�FROOLVLRQ��DQ�DPEXODQFH�GULYHU�GLG�QRW�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�KDG�VLJQV�RI�
LPSDLUPHQW�QRU�GLG�WKH\�QRWH�DQ�RGRU�RI�DOFRKRO�IURP�KLV�EUHDWK���7KH�&DOLIRUQLD�+LJKZD\�3DWURO�RI¿FHU�WKDW�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�VFHQH�GLG�
QRW�PDNH�QRWH�RI�DQ�RGRU�RI�DOFRKRO�RQ�WKH�GHIHQGDQW¶V�EUHDWK���7KH�HPHUJHQF\�URRP�SK\VLFLDQ�GLG�QRW�QRWH�DQ\�VLJQV�RI�LPSDLUPHQW��
LQFOXGLQJ�QR�REVHUYHG�KRUL]RQWDO�JD]H�Q\VWDJPXV��ZKLOH�VKH�WUHDWHG�WKH�GHIHQGDQW���$�EORRG�FKHPLVWU\�ODERUDWRU\�SDQHO�SHUIRUPHG�DW�
WKH�KRVSLWDO�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�RQH�KDOI�KRXU�SULRU�WR�WKH�OHJDO�EORRG�GUDZ�LQGLFDWHG�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�HWKDQRO���:KHQ�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�+LJKZD\�
Patrol was able to leave the scene of the collision and go to the hospital to obtain a statement from the defendant, he noticed a strong 

RGRU�RI�DOFRKRO�HPDQDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�REWDLQHG�D�OHJDO�EORRG�GUDZ�IRU�'8,�SXUSRVHV���7KH�RQO\�LQMXULHV�VXVWDLQHG�
E\�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�ZHUH�D�EURNHQ�DQNOH�DQG�DQ�DSSUR[LPDWH��PP�DEUDVLRQ�WR�KLV�VSOHHQ���$OO�RWKHU�V\VWHPV��LQFOXGLQJ�JDVWURLQWHVWLQDO��
ZHUH�ZLWKLQ�QRUPDO�OLPLWV���:KLOH�WKH�GHIHQVH�GLG�QRW�RIIHU�VSHFL¿F�DEVRUSWLRQ�RU�HOLPLQDWLRQ�UDWHV��WKH\�RSLQHG�WKDW�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�
collision, as demonstrated by the laceration to the spleen, forced unabsorbed food and ethanol into the small intestine where the ethanol 

became rapidly absorbed by the time the legal blood draw occurred at the hospital.
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