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W16 The American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) Humanitarian and Human 
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Douglas H. Ubelaker, PhD*, Smithsonian Institution, Dept of Anthropology, NMNH, MRC 112, Washington, DC 20560; Morris V. 
Tidball-Binz, MD*, 4 Chemin des Fleurs, Ferney Voltaire, L’Ain 01210, FRANCE; Marilyn A. Huestis, PhD*, Chemistry & Drug 
Metabolism, Intramural Research, NIDA, NIH, 251 Bayview Boulevard, Rm 05A721, Baltimore, MD 21224; Sabra R. Botch-Jones, MS, 
MA*, Boston University School of Medicine, Biomedical Forensic Sciences, 72 E Concord Street, Boston, MA 02118; Dawn M. Mulhern, 
PhD*, Fort Lewis College, Dept of Anthropology, 1000 Rim Drive, Durango, CO 81301; Luis Fondebrider, PhD*, Rivadavia 2443, 2do 
Piso, Dpto.3 Y 4, 1034 Capital Federal, Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA; Michael S. Pollanen, MD*, Ontario Forensic Pathology Service, 
25 Morton Shulman Avenue, Toronto, ON M3M 0B1, CANADA; Duarte Nuno Vieira, MSc, PhD, MD*, Rua Antonio Jose de Almeida, 
No 117, Coimbra 3000-044, PORTUGAL; and S. Cordner, MB*, Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine, 57-83 Kavanagh Street, 
Southbank, Victoria 3006, AUSTRALIA

After attending this presentation, participants will understand the structure of the new AAFS Center and current developments.  
Attendees will also be informed about key issues and applications within different global regions.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by raising awareness of the new AAFS Center and important 
developments in global applications of humanitarian and human rights forensic science.

The value of the application of forensic science to humanitarian and human rights cases is growing as research expands, increasing 
the importance of the inclusion of such cases in education and practice.  This presentation will provide current information on the 
development, structure, and progress of the new AAFS Center and its subcommittees, which will promote the application of contemporary 
forensic science to humanitarian and human rights cases around the world.  In addition to providing access to AAFS resources to human 
rights cases, the Center will also offer support to AAFS members applying their skills to human rights projects, encouraging involvement 
in such instances.  Perspectives from committee members will outline how the Center fits in with global advances and helps address 
issues relating to humanitarian and human rights forensic science. 

Attendees will better understand the challenges faced and the benefits to be attained from further development and research in this 
area.  Presenters from diverse research backgrounds will showcase how the new Center and its developments can fill a variety of niches 
in different contexts around the world.  These perspectives emphasize the Center’s potential for utilization in diverse situations and 
integration into scholarship.  The Center will be comprised of an advisory committee, which will review proposals for support, and four 
subcommittees:  Publications and Documents, Laboratory and Analysis Protocols (LAP), and Education, and Equipment.  Additionally, 
many members have responded with their CV and personal letter of interest in participation as the Center advances.  A database has 
been compiled of these individuals with the understanding that they may be contacted regarding circumstances related to their interests, 
specialties, and skills.  This database and the committees are comprised of individuals from various regional backgrounds who represent 
all 11 sections of the AAFS. 

The AAFS Humanitarian and Human Resource Center seeks to unify the resources of the AAFS to provide assistance for the 
growing demand of forensic science applications to human rights cases.  It also seeks to encourage the integration of human rights issues 
into contemporary forensic science education as the field continues to expand.  
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