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W21 Crime Assessment:  Solving Crime Beyond Profiling
Richard D. Walter, MA*, 1879 Chenango Street, Montrose, PA 18801; Klaus C. Neudecker, MD*, Schirmgasse 268, Landshut, Bavaria 
D-84028, GERMANY; Patrick Zirpoli*, 149 Spruce Swamp Road, Milanville, PA 18443; Amanda L. Farrell, PhD*, Marymount 
University, School of Education and Human Services, 2807 N Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22207; and Lurena A. Huffman, BS*, Suffolk 
Police Department, 23 N Greenfield Avenue, Hampton, VA 23666

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand that crime assessment is a method of crime investigation that utilizes key 
structures within the criminological continuum to examine the presence and/or absence of evidence found at the crime scene.  Within 
this framework, there are four major classifications, referred to as the subtypes hereafter, which will be introduced and explained.  These 
subtypes span the criminal spectrum and manifest in the expression of pathological constellations behaviors that can be recognized.  
Predicated upon these primary factors and coupled with additional principles, attendees will be able to grasp that understanding the 
crime scene through the crime continuum provides a critical understanding for the motives, methods, and opportunities of the crime.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing attendees with the understanding that, although the 
human experience is variable, crime patterns can be coded to reveal interlocking and separate vectors.  By doing so, recurrent elements 
and themes are developed to group common factors for various desires, intentions, and plans.  Ergo, dependent upon the intended 
outcome, the crimes can reveal differentiated power and anger issues, levels of intimacy, and necessary idiosyncrasies that must be 
avoided.  Accordingly, while acting out crime, the criminal many times inadvertently leaves these pre-crime, crime, and post-crime clues 
for investigators to find and analyze.

Historically, the work associated with profiling has utilized the psychological continuum to project clinical diagnosis and treatment 
to advise investigators on the inference/meaning of the evidence at the crime scene.  Due to a lack of understanding of crime patterns, the 
traditional profiler may err by translating individual clinical data into the analysis of the crime patterns and meaning.  By incorporating 
a projective psychological mythology into the crime continuum, the results will vary from minor errors to major contradictory flaws of 
evidence that may misdirect the investigation and/or judicial testimony.

In contrast to the risks associated with traditional profiling efforts, crime assessment measures the crime by known major subtype 
crime patterns (Power-Assertive type; Power-Reassurance type; Anger Retaliatory type; and Anger-Excitation type).  These subtypes 
provide a structural foundation from which to analyze crimes, in effect becoming the DNA of crime.  That is, the crime research has 
identified key elements of the crime which can shape the investigation and provide critical knowledge regarding the various elements 
of the crime, to include, but certainly not limited to, providing recommended methods of apprehension, interviewing strategies, and 
prosecutorial considerations.  Most importantly, inasmuch as crime assessment is reflective in process, the investigators and experts can 
explain the process of the investigation without the perils of projection. 

Note:  This workshop will use many cases, videos, and discussion points to illustrate the conceptual and applied understanding of 
crime assessment.  Given the nature of the material, it is not recommended for those persons who are sensitive and/or in some form of 
crisis.
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