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W16 The AAFS Humanitarian and Human Rights Resource Center:  Year Two

Douglas H. Ubelaker, PhD*, Smithsonian Institution, Dept of Anthropology, NMNH, MRC 112, Washington, DC 
20560; Morris V. Tidball-Binz, MD*, International Committee of the Red Cross, 19, Avenue de la Paix, Geneva 
1202, SWITZERLAND; Duarte Nuno Vieira, MSc, PhD, MD*, Rua Antonio Jose de Almeida, No 117, Coimbra 
3000-044, PORTUGAL; Luis Fondebrider, PhD*, Rivadavia 2443, 2do Piso, Dpto.3 Y 4, 1034 Capital Federal, 
Buenos Aires , ARGENTINA; Katie M. Rubin, MS*, C.A. Pound Human Identification Laboratory, PO Box 103615, 
Gainesville, FL 32610; Roxana Enriquez, MA*, Equipo Mexicana de Antropologia Forense, A.C., Plaza Mayor 19, 
Queretara , MEXICO; Dolores Soto, PhD*, Fray Juan de Larios Human Rights Center, Medellin 33 Col Roma, 
Mexico City , MEXICO; Eric J. Bartelink, PhD*, California State University, Chico, Dept of Anthropology, Butte 
311, 400 W First Street, Chico, CA 95929-0400; and Julie M. Fleischman, MS*, 655 Auditorium Road, Rm 355, 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the structure of the AAFS Humanitarian and Human 
Rights Resource Center (HHRRC or Center) and its impact on multiple global projects as well as understand the 
current applications of contemporary forensic science and forensic medicine principles and methodology to global 
issues relating to humanitarian and human rights and the impact of these efforts.  Participants also will receive new 
information on the progress and products of the AAFS Humanitarian and Human Rights Resource Center created 
in 2015.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by raising awareness of the structure and 
accomplishments of the AAFS HHRC and the important developments in the global application of humanitarian 
and human rights forensic science.  

The value of the application of forensic science to humanitarian and human rights cases is growing as 
research expands and new global areas of need arise.  This workshop will provide current information on the 
development, structure, and progress of the new AAFS Center and its subcommittees which promote the application 
of contemporary forensic science to humanitarian and human rights cases around the world.  Participants will learn 
the difference between humanitarian applications and those relating to human rights in today’s world.  Specific 
methodology and case examples are provided on the forensic investigation and documentation of torture and ill-
treatment.  Capacity building represents a major application involving training and education.  Detail is provided on 
techniques of capacity building and lessons learned from diverse global experiences.  Recent years have witnessed 
global sharing of resources and assistance in casework, training, and expertise.  Details are provided on the dynamics 
and successes of such global cooperation.  

Casework in the humanitarian and human rights arena has defined specific problems in need of new research.  
With support from the AAFS HHRRC, new research is focusing on the uptake and detection of nerve agents in human 
bone and using stable isotope forensics as an investigative tool for geolocating unidentified border crossers from 
the Texas-Mexico border.  Center support also has enabled training sessions to strengthen human exhumation and 
identification efforts in Mexico and to conserve and analyze human remains resulting from Khmer Rouge era mass 
violence in Krang Ta Chan, Cambodia.  Principal investigators in these projects will provide information on how to 
formulate proposals for support and the complexities of defining, articulating, and reaching goals.  Participants will 
gain an understanding of the challenges faced and the benefits to be attained from involvement in research and case 
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applications in this area.  Presenters from diverse research backgrounds will showcase how the new Center and its 
developments can facilitate progress in the application of forensic science to humanitarian and human rights issues 
in different contexts around the world.
Humanitarian, Human Rights, Resource Center


