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After attending this presentation, attendees will better understand the forensic cases most frequently encountered by emergency services staff 
in Turkey. This presentation will detail the necessary level of knowledge needed by the nurses intervening in these cases as it pertains to keeping 
records and guarding and preserving evidence. 

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by examining the awareness of the emergency service nurses, who are the first 
medical staff encountered during forensic cases, and by emphasizing the knowledge levels of the emergency service nurses in Turkey, the deficiencies 
in the area, and the required improvements, thus affecting forensic studies. 

Emergency services have special importance because they are involved in forensic cases and their contributions have the potential to change 
the course of an investigation. It is a legal obligation to provide required emergency medical care for every individual who applies to the emergency 
service. The acts of the emergency team, which consists of physicians, nurses, and emergency medical technicians, during this care are even more 
important in forensic cases. The priority of medical personnel is the care and treatment of the patient; however, it is also quite important to guard the 
evidence because the detection of the crime and the criminal, the relief from the victimization, and the role of the medical staff as patient's advocate 
are the nature of the task. The emergency team should ensure the collection and guarding of evidence in forensic cases while providing life-saving 
health care.1 In such cases, the awareness and knowledge of the health care personnel will prevent failure to preserve evidence and ensure correct 
collection. This can only be achieved by training the medical staff.2 

It is known that nurses cannot perform the necessary tasks in forensic cases in Turkey because of their inadequate knowledge and experience 
in forensic studies, although they frequently encounter such forensic cases. Proper evaluation of forensic cases will contribute to the resolution of the 
case. This can be ensured by the presence of emergency department nurses who have been specially trained in forensic studies.3,4 There are forensic 
nurses in emergency services in many countries; however, forensic nurses who have had training after graduation cannot as yet be employed in 
emergency services in Turkey. For this reason, emergency services nurses perform tasks such as preserving, keeping, and recording of the belongings 
of the patient, which should be performed by a forensic nurse.5,6

Health care personnel at emergency services need training in forensic cases to ensure avoiding decay of biological materials that may be 
evidence and to collect them properly. Nurses with different education levels work in emergency services in Turkey. The differences between nurses 
cause some disadvantages. One of these disadvantages is the assignment of nurses to the emergency services who do not have adequate training support 
regarding forensic cases. Some nurses working at emergency services do have training in the field, through vocational training, in-service training, or 
certification programs, in the collection and safe-guarding of evidence, the creation of chain of evidence, and keeping records, but other nurses have 
no training on these issues.1,2,6,7 

By examining studies conducted on this issue in Turkey, it is observed that some emergency nurses do not perform these tasks, and some 
conduct these tasks incompletely or incorrectly. Examples of such shortcomings determined in this study will be presented. 

This presentation will illustrate the forensic cases most frequently encountered by staff at emergency services in Turkey and the level of 
knowledge of nurses intervening in these cases who are responsible for keeping records and guarding and preserving evidence. 
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