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After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of forensic taphonomy, the ABFTaph, and the benefits of joining 
the ABFTaph. 

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by introducing an inclusive organization that helps bring the smaller forensic 
science disciplines together, by recognizing the need for a multidisciplinary approach to research, and by providing, in the interest of the public and 
the advancement of the science, a program of certification, procedures, best practices, and protocols in forensic taphonomy. 

Forensic taphonomy “ … refers to the use of taphonomic models, approaches, and analyses in forensic contexts to estimate the time since 
death, reconstruct the circumstances before and after deposition, and discriminate the products of human behavior from those created by the earth’s 
biological, physical, chemical, and geological subsystems.”1 This includes, but is not limited to, the forensic disciplines of physical anthropology, 
botany, climatology, entomology, geology, pathology, and soil science. 

Because there is a need to identify forensic scientists qualified to provide essential professional services for the judicial and executive 
branches of government and because many of the disciplines listed above have a small number of practitioners without parent organizations available 
for stating and verifying their competence or their scientific standards, we have established a multidisciplinary board called the ABFTaph This is a 
non-profit, incorporated professional board which establishes, enhances, and revises as necessary standards of qualification for those who practice 
forensic taphonomy, and to certify as qualified specialists those applicants who comply with the requirements of the Board. Certification is based upon 
the candidate’s personal and professional record of education, training, experience, and achievement, as well as the results of formal examinations. 
There are two examinations:  a general exam for entry into the organization, and a discipline-specific exam to demonstrate competence in an individual’s 
field. 

The membership tiers are based on experience and include many of the same levels as the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, including 
a student category as a means to educate new generations of forensic scientists in an inclusive organization that is focused on the teamwork generally 
involved in forensic science research and cases. 

Additionally, to maintain the integrity of the organization, the Board has requirements for members to provide copies of all case reports (after 
adjudication of associated case) and will maintain an open database of these reports with post-hoc review as a requirement for re-certification. 
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