
78th Annual AAFS Scientific Conference
Tentative Schedule - Subject to Change

Start End Session / Event Event Location
Sunday, February 8, 2026

8:00 AM  - 5:00 PM Forensic Specialties Accreditation Board Meeting Hilton Fulton 
8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM ASB Board Meeting (Not Open to Public) Hilton Ellington Boardroom
8:00 AM  - 5:00 PM ABFO: Dental Age Assessment Workshop Hilton Canal
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM IACME Board of Directors Winter Meeting Hilton Commerce 
1:00 PM  - 5:00 PM National Safety Council: ADID Division Meeting Hilton Parish Room
1:00 PM  - 5:00 PM AAFS Registration Open NOCC Hall D Lobby Foyer
1:00 PM  - 4:30 PM AAFS Speaker Ready Room NOCC 242
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Off-Site New Orlean Tours (Pre-Registration Required)

 
NOLA Tours shop) 

Monday, February 9, 2026
6:45 AM  - 4:30 PM AAFS Speaker Ready Room NOCC 242
6:45 AM  - 5:00 PM AAFS Registration Open NOCC Hall D Lobby Foyer
8:00 AM  - 5:00 PM AAFS Board of Directors Hilton Jackson
8:00 AM  - 5:00 PM W1: Back to Basics: Foundations of Medicolegal Death Investigation  (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 342
8:00 AM  - 5:00 PM W2: Intimate Partner Homicide: How to Detect, Investigate, and Prevent Misdiagnosis (Pre-Registration NOCC 238
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM W3: Pediatric Neuropathology in Forensic Practice (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 243
8:30 AM  - 12:00 PM W4: Fundamentals of Blast, Blast Effects, and Forensic Investigations (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 240
8:30 AM  - 5:00 PM W5: Back to Mass Spectrometry Basics:  Analysis and Spectral Interpretation (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 335
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM W6: Ketamine: The Clinical Renaissance and Traffic Safety Implications (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 354
8:30 AM  - 12:00 PM W7: The Ground Truth vs. the Provable Truth: Problematic Results and Strategies to Reach Consensus in 

    
NOCC 336

8:30 AM  - 4:30 PM W8: A Multiagency Response to the Mid-Air Collision: A Strategic Approach and Lessons Learned (Pre-
 

NOCC 343
8:30 AM  - 4:30 PM W9: Investigating the Unsolved: Building Cold Case Programs Through Academic and Law Enforcement 

  
NOCC 333

8:30 AM  - 5:00 PM W10: Behind the Evidence: The Impact of Vicarious Trauma in the Forensic Science Community (Pre-
 

NOCC 252
8:30 AM  - 5:30 PM W11: From Past to Present: Forensic Entomology Methods That Have Stood the Test of Time (Pre-Registration NOCC 353
8:30 AM  - 5:30 PM W12: Back to the Basics: Criminal Investigation Assessment—Understanding the Behavior Behind the Crime 

  
NOCC 239

8:30 AM  - 12:00 PM W13: From General Knowledge to Case-Specific Insights: Navigating the Complexities of Trace and DNA 
          

NOCC 356
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM IACME Board of Directors Winter Meeting Hilton Commerce 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Off-Site Crime Lab Tour (Pre-Registration Required) Hall D Lobby Foyer
1:00 PM  - 4:30 PM W14: Elementary, My Dear Chemist: Cracking the Mysteries of Unknown Substances  (Pre-Registration 

 
NOCC 354

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM W15: Building Scientific Confidence through Validation of Forensic Methods (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 240
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM W16: The American Board of Forensic Anthropology Presents: How Forensic Anthropology Contributes to 

          
NOCC 243

1:00 PM - 5:30 PM W17: That Was Then, This Is Now —Bridging the Gap Between Genetic Genealogy and the Forensic 
   

NOCC 356
6:00 PM  - 7:00 PM Consortium of Forensic Science Organizations (CFSO) Legislative Update Annual Report

    
NOCC 354

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM ASB Reception 10th Anniversary! (by invitation only) Hilton Fulton 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Student Academy Faculty Reception Hilton Newberry 
7:00 PM  - 8:30 PM AAFS General Section Committee Chair Huddle NOCC 340

Tuesday, February 10, 2026
6:45 AM  - 4:30 PM AAFS Speaker Ready Room NOCC 242
6:45 AM  - 6:00 PM AAFS Registration Open NOCC Hall D Lobby Foyer
7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break # 1: Fiction vs. Science: The Yara Gambirasio Case on Netflix NOCC 235
7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break #2: From Hallway Bloodstains to Hidden Truths: The Forensic Advisor’s Role in a Belgian Double 

 
NOCC 252

7:00 AM - 5:30 PM The American Society of Forensic Odontology - Business Meeting NOCC 333
7:30 AM  - 9:30 AM Forensic Sciences Foundation (FSF) Board of Trustees Hilton Camp
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Consortium of Forensic Science Organizations -  CFSO Board Meeting (Not Open to Public) Hilton Norwich
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Forensic Anthropology Meeting Hilton Jefferson
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM ABFT Certification Exam Hilton Magazine 
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM W18: Teaching with Care: Understanding Trauma-Informed Pedagogy and Its Application in Forensic Science 

  
NOCC 239

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM W19: Cognitive Bias and Error in the Forensic Sciences (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 342
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM W20: The Case of the Contextual Conundrum: Can We Have Forensic Science Without Context? (Pre-

 
NOCC 356

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM W21: Forensic Pathology: 101 for Lawyers (and Anyone Else) (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 238
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM W22: Ethics in Forensics: Turning Data Into Dialog (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 343
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM W23: Forensic Investigation of Sudden Deaths in the Young: Who, When, and How (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 352
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM W24: Bringing Them Home: The Application of Fundamental and Frontier Science to Identify United States 

      
NOCC 353

8:30 AM - 5:30 PM W25: Testifying Without a Net: Navigating Activity-Level Evaluation Questions Without Formal Evaluation (Pre-
 

NOCC 357
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM W26: Advancing the Adoption of Artificial Intelligence in Forensic Science: Use Cases, Innovation Pathways, 

and a Procurement Framework (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 354
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM W27: Homicide-Suicide: Back to the Basics (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 344
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM W28: Forensic Postmortem Imaging and Medicolegal Death Investigations (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 345
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM W29: Yeah . . . We Have a Standard for That! (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 339
8:30 AM  - 5:00 PM Special Session #1: Young Forensic Scientists Forum NOCC 243
8:30 AM  - 12:45 PM FEPAC: Accreditation of Forensic Science Academic Programs Through the AAFS Hilton Jackson
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM W30: Stronger Together: The Fundamentals of Forensic Teamwork in Mass Disasters and Fatalities (Pre-

  
NOCC 252

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 2025-26 Program Committee Breakfast (by Invitation Only) NOCC 236
9:00 AM  - 2:00 PM AAFS Student Academy Hilton St. James

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM The American Society of Forensic Odontology - Luncheon NOCC Rivergate 
11:30 AM - 12:15 PM First Time Attendee Orientation and Networking Meetup (Open to all first time conference attendees) NOCC 240

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM ABFT Board of Directors Meeting Hilton Parish
12:00 PM  - 2:00 PM AAFS 2025-26 Section Officers Luncheon and Meeting (by Invitation Only) Hilton Fulton 

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Off-Site Crime Lab Tour (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC Hall D Lobby Foyer
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM W31: Linguistics as a Forensic Science: Methods, Software and Admissibility of Text, Speech, and Handwriting 

  
NOCC 356

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM W32: Culture, Control, and Consequence: Addressing Harmful Norms Impacting LGBTQ+ Rights, Women’s 
     

NOCC 241
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM W33: Unlocking Hidden Truths in Audio Evidence: A Hands-On Workshop on Forensic Audio Enhancement 

        
NOCC 354

1:00 PM - 4:30 PM W34: A Skeletal Atlas of Elder Abuse II—Beta-Testing a Revised Digital Diagnostic and Educational Tool (Pre-
 

NOCC 335
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM W35: The Medicolegal Investigation of Recreational Diving Fatalities (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 253
1:00 PM  - 5:00 PM Special Session #2: Interdisciplinary Symposium NOCC 243
1:30 PM  - 3:00 PM FEPAC Program Directors Meeting Hilton Canal
3:30 PM 5:00 PM COFSE Meeting Hilton Commerce 
3:00 PM  - 4:00 PM Humanitarian and Human Rights Resource Center (HHRRC) Committee Meeting (Open to All Meeting Hilton Jackson
4:00 PM  - 6:00 PM HHRRC Film Screening and Discussion:  "The Trial of Ratko Mladic" Hilton Jackson
4:30 PM  - 6:00 PM AAFS Mentorship Meetup Hilton Fulton 
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6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM AAFS Welcome Reception Hilton Jefferson, St. Charles and St. James
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM Employment Forum Hilton Parish
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM Humanitarian and Human Rights Resource Center (HHRRC) Poster & Networking Session Hilton Jackson
8:00 PM  - 10:00 PM Community Connections Forum & Reception Hilton River/Port/Starboard

Wednesday, February 11, 2026
6:45 AM  - 4:30 PM AAFS Speaker Ready Room NOCC 242
6:45 AM  - 5:00 PM AAFS Registration Open NOCC Hall D Lobby Foyer
7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break #3: A Manual to Reduce the Communication Barriers Concerning the Use of the Verbal Scale 

              
NOCC 235

7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break # 4: From Investigation to Conviction: Combined Forensic and Investigative Efforts in an Infant 
    

NOCC 252
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM Anthropology Section Mentorship Session NOCC 340
9:00 AM  - 11:00 AM AAFS Plenary Session (Open to All Meeting Attendees) NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom

11:30 AM  - 1:00 PM Poster Sessions  Anthropology, Criminalistics, Forensic Nursing Science, General, Odontology, 
Pathology/Biology, YFSF
Posters will be available for viewing from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Presenting authors will be available for 
discussion from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

NOCC Hall D

11:30 AM  - 4:00 PM The Forensic Exchange (exhibit hall)         NOCC Hall D
12:00 PM  - 1:00 PM Criminalistics Section Luncheon (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 243
12:00 PM  - 1:30 PM Digital & Multimedia Sciences Section Luncheon (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 238
12:00 PM  - 1:30 PM Pathology/Biology Section Luncheon (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 252
12:00 PM  - 1:30 PM Toxicology Section Luncheon (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 343
12:00 PM  - 1:30 PM Jurisprudence Section Luncheon (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 339
12:00 PM  - 1:15 PM Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences Section Luncheon (Pre-Registration Required) NOCC 335
12:30 PM  - 3:00 PM Forensic Nursing Science Section Business Meeting NOCC 338
12:45 PM  - 1:45 PM General Section Mentor/Mentee Gathering NOCC 352

1:00 PM  - 3:15 PM Anthropology Section Business Meeting NOCC 353
1:00 PM  - 3:00 PM Criminalistics Section Business Meeting NOCC 243
1:00 PM  - 3:00 PM Questioned Documents Section Business Meeting NOCC 333
1:30 PM  - 3:00 PM Pathology/Biology Section Business Meeting NOCC 252
1:30 PM  - 3:15 PM Toxicology Section Business Meeting NOCC 343
1:30 PM  - 3:15 PM Digital & Multimedia Sciences Section Business Meeting NOCC 238
1:45 PM  - 3:15 PM Jurisprudence Section Business Meeting NOCC 339
1:45 PM  - 3:15 PM General Section Business Meeting NOCC 352
2:00 PM  - 3:15 PM Odontology Section Business Meeting NOCC 356
2:00 PM  - 3:15 PM Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences Section Business Meeting NOCC 355
2:00 PM  - 3:15 PM Engineering & Applied Sciences Section Business Meeting NOCC 235
3:45 PM  - 5:30 PM AAFS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM University of New Haven: Forensic Alumni Event Hilton Canal
5:30 PM  - 6:30 PM Grawdwohl Reception NOCC 342
7:30 PM  - 9:00 PM Toxicology Section Poster Session Hilton Fulton 
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Friends of Sam Houston University Reception Hilton Kabacoff Room - Riverside Building
8:00 PM  - 10:00 PM Bring Your Own Slides (BYOS) (Open to All Meeting Attendees) NOCC 353

Thursday, February 12, 2026
6:45 AM  - 4:30 PM AAFS Speaker Ready Room NOCC 242
6:45 AM  - 5:00 PM AAFS Registration Open NOCC Hall D Lobby Foyer
7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break # 5: Air Crash Management and Victim Identification Prior to DMORT NOCC 235
7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break #6: When Airduster Means Instant Death NOCC 252

Morning Scientific Sessions  
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM Criminalistics Session I NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom A
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Criminalistics Session II NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom C
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM General Session I NOCC 343
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM Psychiatry & Behavioral Science Session NOCC 337
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM General Session II NOCC 243
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM Anthropology Session II NOCC 338
8:15 AM  - 11:30 AM Digital & Multimedia Sciences Session NOCC 335
8:30 AM  - 11:30 AM Anthropology Session I NOCC 252
8:30 AM  - 11:30 AM Questioned Documents Session NOCC 333
8:30 AM  - 11:45 AM Engineering & Applied Sciences Session NOCC 235
8:30 AM  - 11:10 AM Pathology/Biology Session I NOCC 353
8:30 AM  - 11:30 AM Toxicology Session NOCC 356
8:30 AM - 11:30 AM Odontology Session I NOCC 238
8:30 AM - 11:30 AM Odontology Session II NOCC 240
8:30 AM  - 12:00 PM Jurisprudence Session NOCC 265 
8:30 AM 11:25 AM Pathology/Biology Session III - Jay Dix Memorial Lecture Series NOCC 334
9:00 AM 11:00 AM Pathology/Biology Session II NOCC 352
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Forensic Nursing Science Session NOCC 342

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM AAFS/JFS/Wiley Meeting NOCC 340
9:00 AM  - 2:00 PM The Forensic Exchange (exhibit hall)         NOCC Hall D

11:30 AM  - 1:00 PM Poster Sessions  Anthropology, Criminalistics, Digital & Multimedia Sciences, Engineering & Applied NOCC Hall D
12:00 PM 1:30 PM Luncheon #2: Disaster Management for the Forensic Laboratory: A Hurricane Katrina Primer and Retrospective 

 
Hilton Jackson

12:00 PM 1:30 PM Luncheon #3: Grizzlies, Guns, and Glaciers: Interesting National Park Deaths (Pre-Registration Required) Hilton Jefferson
12:00 PM  - 1:30 PM Journal of Forensic  Sciences  Editorial Board Luncheon Hilton Commerce 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM AAFS Soft Oral Fluid Committee Meeting Hilton Newberry

Afternoon Scientific Sessions  
1:00 PM  - 5:45 PM Criminalistics Session I NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom A
1:00 PM - 6:15 PM Criminalistics Session II NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom C
1:00 PM - 4:20 PM Questioned Documents Session NOCC 333
1:00 PM - 3:15 PM Anthropology Session II NOCC 338
1:00 PM - 5:30 PM General Session I NOCC 343
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Psychiatry & Behavioral Science Session NOCC 337
1:00 PM - 3:55 PM Digital & Multimedia Sciences Session NOCC 335
1:00 PM - 3:35 PM Multidisciplinary Session: Engineering & Applied Sciences Session & Forensic Nursing Science NOCC 342
1:00 PM 4:30 PM Anthropology Session I NOCC 252
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1:00 PM - 5:30 PM General Session II NOCC 243
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM Odontology Session I NOCC 238
1:00 PM - 2:45 PM Odontology Session II NOCC 240
1:00 PM 3:10 PM Multidisciplinary Session: Toxicology & Pathology/Biology NOCC 241
1:30 PM - 6:00 PM Jurisprudence Session NOCC 265 
2:00 PM - 4:40 PM Pathology/Biology Session I NOCC 353
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Pathology/Biology Session II NOCC 352
2:00 PM 4:45 PM Pathology/Biology Session III - Jay Dix Memorial Lecture Series NOCC 334
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM Toxicology Session NOCC 356
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM AAFS International Educational Outreach Program (IEOP) - 2025 - Bulgaria NOCC 236
2:30 PM  - 3:30 PM AAFS Exhibitor Appreciation Reception NOCC 341
4:00 PM  - 5:00 PM Professional Deep Dive #1 - Vicarious Trauma and Cognitive Restructuring in Forensic Professionals: A 

       
NOCC 235

4:00 PM  - 5:00 PM Professional Deep Dive #2: When Cases Fuel and Fracture: Unraveling the Mental Health Paradox in Forensic NOCC 335
5:00 PM  - 6:00 PM Last Word Society Speaker Preconvene NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom C
5:00 PM  - 6:00 PM ABFA Diplomate Reception Hilton Canal 
5:00 PM  - 6:00 PM AAFS/SOFT Drugs and Driving Committee Meeting NOCC 356
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM Society of Forensic Anthropologists Member Meeting  Hilton Jefferson
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM University Fair NOCC Hall D
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM AAFS 78th Forensics After Hours Reception NOCC Hall D
7:00 PM  - 9:00 PM Fire Debris Discussion Hilton Camp
7:00 PM  - 9:00 PM Toxicology Open Forum NOCC 356
8:00 PM  - 11:00 PM President's Reception (by Invitation Only) Hilton St. James
8:00 PM  - 10:00 PM Last Word Society  NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom A

Friday, February 13, 2026
6:45 AM  - 4:30 PM AAFS Speaker Ready Room NOCC 242
6:45 AM  - 4:00 PM AAFS Registration Open NOCC Hall D Lobby Foyer
7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break #7: Challenging Probabilistic Genotyping and DNA-TPPR Assumptions: A Case Study From 

  
NOCC 235

7:15 AM - 8:15 AM Case Break #8: Ancestry and Geolocality Attributions of Ajnala Skeletal Remains: A Forensic Odontological NOCC 342
- Morning Scientific Sessions

8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM Criminalistics Session I NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom A
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM Criminalistics Session II NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom C
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM General Session I NOCC 343
8:00 AM  - 11:10 AM Psychiatry & Behavioral Science Session NOCC 337
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM Digital & Multimedia Sciences Session NOCC 335
8:00 AM  - 11:30 AM General Session II NOCC 243
8:30 AM  - 11:30 AM Anthropology Session II NOCC 338
8:30 AM  - 11:35 AM Engineering & Applied Sciences Session NOCC 235
8:30 AM  - 11:30 AM Toxicology Session NOCC 356
8:30 AM  - 11:30 AM Anthropology Session I NOCC 252
8:30 AM  - 12:00 PM Jurisprudence Session NOCC 265 
8:30 AM - 11:20 AM Odontology Session I NOCC 238
8:40 AM - 11:20 AM Pathology/Biology Session II NOCC 352
9:00 AM  - 11:20 AM Questioned Documents Session NOCC 333
9:00 AM  - 11:20 AM Pathology/Biology Session I NOCC 353
9:00 AM - 12:10 PM Forensic Nursing Science Session NOCC 342
9:00 AM  - 1:00 PM The Forensic Exchange (exhibit hall) (Posters will remain available after Exhibits Close) NOCC Hall D

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM Passport to Prizes in The Forensic Exchange (exhibit hall) NOCC Hall D
11:30 AM - 12:00 PM FEPAC 101: A Guide for Programs Considering Accreditation NOCC 240
11:30 AM  - 1:00 PM Poster Sessions – Anthropology, Criminalistics, Engineering & Applied Sciences, General, 

   
NOCC Hall D

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM Luncheon #4: Deriving Forensic Intelligence Using Artificial Intelligence (Pre-Registration Required) Hilton Jackson
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM Luncheon #5: Failure to do the Fundamentals: The Forensic Investigation of the Titan Submersible and 

  
Hilton Jefferson

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM Luncheon #6: Postmortem Computed Tomography (PMCT) Basics and Beyond: A Game of Jeopardy for Strong 
  

Hilton St. James
12:00 PM  - 1:30 PM AAFS Past Presidents Council Luncheon Hilton Fulton 

Afternoon Scientific Sessions  
1:00 PM - 5:30 PM Criminalistics Session I NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom A
1:00 PM  - 5:30 PM Criminalistics Session II NOCC La Nouvelle Ballroom C
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM Anthropology Session II NOCC 338
1:00 PM - 5:30 PM General Session I NOCC 343
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences Session NOCC 337
1:00 PM - 3:55 PM Digital & Multimedia Sciences Session NOCC 335
1:00 PM - 3:10 PM Engineering & Applied Sciences Session NOCC 235
2:00 PM - 4:20 PM Pathology/Biology Session I NOCC 353
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Toxicology Session NOCC 356
1:00 PM 4:30 PM Anthropology Session I NOCC 252
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM General Session II NOCC 243
1:00 PM - 2:20 PM Odontology Session I NOCC 238
2:00 PM - 4:40 PM Pathology/Biology Session II NOCC 352
1:15 PM - 2:15 PM Forensic Nursing Science Session NOCC 342
1:30 PM - 5:10 PM Jurisprudence Session NOCC 265 
2:30 PM  - 3:30 PM Professional Deep Dive #3: Mental Health and the Effects of Mass Fatality Response: The COVID-19 

    
NOCC 342

3:00 PM  - 5:00 PM AAFS 2025-26 Board of Directors Orientation NOCC 236
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM Criminalistics Special Session: Believe It or Not! La Nouvelle Ballroom A
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